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MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO ATTEMPTED MURDER 
OF EX-GIRLFRIEND, ASSAULT OF RED BANK 

PRIMARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
                                                                              

  
 

 
On October 18, 2010, Jorge Vargas-Mancilla, 24, of Red Bank, N.J., pled guilty to 

first degree Attempted Murder and third degree Aggravated Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon.  The charges stem from a December 2008 stabbing which took place in front of 
the Red Bank Primary School, resulting in the hospitalization of Vargas-Mancilla’s then-21 
year old ex-girlfriend. 

 
Vargas-Mancilla entered his guilty plea before Monmouth County Superior Court 

Judge Richard W. English.   Judge English is scheduled to sentence Vargas-Mancilla on 
December 17, 2010.   
 

Vargas-Mancilla entered his guilty plea pursuant to a negotiated plea agreement.  In 
accordance with the terms of Vargas-Mancilla's plea agreement, the Monmouth County 
Prosecutor's Office will recommend that Judge English sentence Vargas-Mancilla to a 15 
year term of imprisonment for the Attempted Murder charge and a concurrent 4 year term 
of imprisonment for the Aggravated Assault charge.  Pursuant to the "No Early Release 
Act," Vargas-Mancilla must serve 85% of the sentence imposed on the first degree 
Attempted Murder charge before becoming eligible for parole.   
 

At approximately 9:00 a.m. on December 3, 2008, Red Bank police officers 
responded to the Red Bank Primary School on River Street following a report of a woman 
being stabbed at that location.  Officers arrived to find the victim lying on her back in the 
courtyard leading to the school, bleeding severely, with Vargas-Mancilla lying on top of her 
crying and yelling.  The school's principal was attempting to pull Vargas-Mancilla off of 
the victim.  Officers immediately removed Vargas-Mancilla from the victim and took him 
into custody, while the school nurse tended to the victim until emergency medical services 
arrived.  Subsequently, the victim was transported by Red Bank Emergency Medical 
Services to Riverview Medical Center, where she underwent surgery on her head, neck, 
and hands for numerous stab wounds.  Vargas-Mancilla was transported to the Monmouth 
County Correctional Institution, where he is being held in lieu of $750,000 bail. 
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The ensuing investigation revealed that Vargas-Mancilla had arrived at the school 

earlier that morning in search of the victim and their five year-old daughter, who was a 
student at the school.  When school staff saw Vargas-Mancilla acting suspiciously outside 
of the school, they brought him to the front desk and alerted the principal.  Just as the 
principal was speaking to Vargas-Mancilla, the victim arrived at the school with their 
daughter.  Vargas-Mancilla and the victim then walked outside while their daughter went 
to class.  Once outside, Vargas-Mancilla used a long kitchen knife to stab the victim 
repeatedly in the neck, back, arms, and upper torso.   
 

After initiating a school lockdown, the principal and a guidance counselor ran 
outside to aid the victim.  When they reached Vargas-Mancilla, he swung the knife at both 
of them and continued to stab the victim.  The guidance counselor then distracted Vargas-
Mancilla and kicked him in the back, at which time the principal grabbed Vargas-
Mancilla’s arm and disarmed him.  
 
          Monmouth County Prosecutor Luis A. Valentin stated, "It was only due to the brave 
and courageous actions of these two school officials in disarming Vargas-Mancilla during 
this savage attack that the victim’s life was saved.  The negotiated plea agreement and 
substantial period of incarceration ensures that Vargas-Mancilla will be severely punished 
for this particularly heinous act."  Prosecutor Valentin commended the Red Bank Police 
Department for their immediate response to and thorough investigation of the incident. 
 

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Monmouth County Prosecutor Matthew 
Bogner.  Vargas-Mancilla is represented by Sarah H. Surgent, Esquire, of Freehold, N.J. 
 
 
Released:  October 19, 2010 


