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RED BANK MAN SENTENCED TO 15 YEAR STATE 
PRISON TERM FOR STABBING EX-GIRLFRIEND, 

ASSAULTING RED BANK PRIMARY SCHOOL STAFF  
  
 

 

On January 20, 2011, Jorge Vargas-Mancilla, 24, of Red Bank, N.J., was sentenced 

to a 15 year State Prison term for first degree Attempted Murder.  Pursuant to the “No 

Early Release Act,” Vargas-Mancilla must serve 85 percent of the sentence, or 

approximately 12 years, 9 months and 3 days, before he becomes eligible for release on 

parole.  The charge stems from a December 2008 stabbing which took place in front of the 

Red Bank Primary School, resulting in the hospitalization of Vargas-Mancilla’s then-21 

year old ex-girlfriend. 

 

Vargas-Mancilla was also sentenced to a concurrent 4 year State Prison term for 

third degree Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon.  The charge results from Vargas-

Mancilla’s actions in assaulting the Primary School principal and also a guidance 

counselor when they attempted to intervene on behalf of Vargas-Mancilla’s ex-girlfriend. 

 

Vargas-Mancilla pled guilty to the charges pursuant to a negotiated plea agreement 

on October 18, 2010, before Monmouth County Superior Court Judge Richard W. English.  

Judge English also imposed the sentence.  The plea agreement was reached after 

consultation with, and with the approval of, the victims. 

 

At approximately 9:00 a.m. on December 3, 2008, Red Bank police officers 

responded to the Red Bank Primary School on River Street following a report of a woman 

being stabbed at that location.  Officers arrived to find the victim lying on her back in the 

courtyard leading to the school, bleeding profusely, with Vargas-Mancilla lying on top of 

her crying and yelling.  The school's principal was attempting to pull Vargas-Mancilla off 

of the victim.  Officers immediately removed Vargas-Mancilla from the victim and took 

him into custody, while the school nurse tended to the victim until emergency medical 

services arrived.  Subsequently, the victim was transported by Red Bank Emergency 

Medical Services to Riverview Medical Center, where she underwent surgery on her head, 

neck, and hands for numerous stab wounds. 
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The ensuing investigation revealed that Vargas-Mancilla had arrived at the school 

earlier that morning in search of the victim and their five year-old daughter, a student at 

the school.  When school staff saw Vargas-Mancilla acting suspiciously outside of the 

school, they escorted him to the school’s front desk and notified the principal.  Just as the 

principal began speaking with Vargas-Mancilla, the victim arrived at the school with the 

daughter.  Vargas-Mancilla and the victim then walked outside while their daughter went 

to class.  Once outside, Vargas-Mancilla used a long kitchen knife to stab the victim 

repeatedly in the neck, back, arms, and upper torso. 

 

After initiating a school lockdown, the principal and a guidance counselor ran 

outside to aid the victim.  Other school personnel called “911.”  When the principal and 

guidance counselor reached Vargas-Mancilla, he swung his knife at both of them and then 

continued to stab the victim.  The guidance counselor then distracted Vargas-Mancilla and 

kicked him in the back, at which time the principal grabbed Vargas-Mancilla’s arm and 

disarmed him. 

 

Acting Monmouth County Prosecutor Peter E. Warshaw, Jr., commended the Red 

Bank Primary School personnel for their heroic actions, and the Red Bank Police 

Department for their professional and comprehensive investigation. 

 

The case was prosecuted by Assistant Monmouth County Prosecutor Matthew 

Bogner.  Vargas-Mancilla was represented by Sarah H. Surgent, Esquire, of Freehold, N.J. 
 

 

Released:  January 20, 2011 


