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         December 15, 2011 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Facing tragedy at any time of the year is difficult, no less just before the holidays.  As many of you may 

know, on Saturday, a family in the community lost their home when preparations for an annual Christmas 

party went terribly wrong.  Candles in the kitchen set curtains on fire and the flames spread quickly 

through the circa 1892 home.  Firefighters from nine communities fought the blaze before the roof 

collapsed. 

 

Having spoken with parents Donna and Joe Loftus, they are extremely grateful that their family escaped 

harm.  They are also extremely appreciative of the community support and outreach provided to them by 

Little Silver residents.   

 

The greatest loss experienced by the Loftus family is not one on which they can place monetary value.  

Rather, it is the emotional loss of their mementos.  Mr. and Mrs. Loftus lost all of their pictures and 

videos of their four children, Brendan, 5
th

 grade, Meg, a junior at RBR, and their two college students 

Patrick and Elizabeth.  They lost all of the children’s school records and special projects and cards that 

parents keep forever.  One way that community members can support the Loftus family is to provide 

copies of pictures, videos, projects, or any memorabilia that reflect the Loftus children and their home.  If 

you have any photographs, etc. there will be a secure location within the main offices of each of the 

respective schools.  A PTO volunteer will be checking the office drop box regularly. 

 

Mr. Loftus conveyed to me that he felt confident that insurance would eventually cover the family’s 

monetary loss.  That being said, there are families inquiring about how they can be of some assistance at 

this time.  This is truly a community effort.  From a school perspective, as noted above, the Loftus family 

would appreciate any memorabilia that reflects their children’s pictures, videos, projects, home, etc.  The 

Little Silver PTO and the Education Foundation of Little Silver are helping to coordinate volunteer efforts 

such as food preparation.  A friend of the Loftus family, owner of Resources Real Estate located at 112 

East River Road in Rumson, is collecting monetary donations.      

 

On behalf of the Board of Education and the Little Silver School district, I thank you for your support of 

the Loftus family.  In difficult situations like this I am reminded that Little Silver is truly a wonderfully- 

supportive community. 

       

 

         Sincerely, 

 

 

          

Carolyn M. Kossack 

         Superintendent of Schools 
 

 


