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What is single stream recycling?  

Single Stream Recycling is a technology that allows participants to place all their recyclables-

such as fiber (newspaper, office paper and cardboard) and non-fiber (plastic bottles, steel and 

aluminum cans) – into a single container for subsequent collection, processing and remarketing. 

In some markets glass bottles and jars are included. There’s no sorting of materials into separate 

bins and no use of multiple collection vehicles.  

What makes single stream recycling possible? 

Recent improvements in automated sorting and screening technologies have made it possible to 

cleanly separate a wide variety of material streams coming from a single source. Even fiber 

products-which previously needed to be manually source-separated from other recyclables to 

avoid costly contamination-can now be part of a single stream recycling program thanks to 

processing innovations that significantly reduce paper contamination levels. Ongoing 

improvements in this technology will improve the economic viability of single stream recycling 

programs.  

The Benefits of Single Stream Recycling.  

Communities of all sizes enjoy major benefits form single stream recycling programs. These 

benefits include:  

 Single cart collection programs 

 Increased recycling rates and recyclable household yields that average 30 percent above 

those of previous recycling programs 

 Fewer trucks on the road, which result in less traffic and wear-and-tear to pavement. 

 Lower labor and fuel cost 

 Extended landfill life 

 Reduction of CO2 and methane emissions, gases linked directly to climate change  

 Lower overall community cost 
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 Frequently asked questions  

 

 Q: Let’s start with the basics — what is single-stream recycling?  

 A. Single-stream isn’t anything fancy. It simply refers to a new system that takes 

the two recycling ―streams‖ collected through the Borough of Red Banks curbside 

collection program — mixed paper and commingled containers — and puts them 

together in one bin. Single-stream. Two bins, now one. It is still important to 

follow the same guidelines applied to the two-bin program, except you put the 

two streams together.  

 Q: Why are we moving to single-stream?  

 A. Using just one collection bin for all your recyclable items increases the ease 

and convenience of recycling so that more people participate and more resources 

are saved. We’re making recycling easier for you — at home, at work and on the 

go.  

 Single-stream offers more efficient collections for the haulers who normally have 

to run two recycling routes to collect the two streams. This decreases the most 

costly part of recycling programs as well as the pollution from collection vehicles.  

 

 Q: What are the potential advantages to single stream? 

 A: Proponents of single stream note several advantages: reduced sorting effort by 

1. Residents may mean more recyclables are placed at the curb and more residents 

may participate in recycling; 

2. n costs because single-compartment trucks are cheaper to 

purchase and operate, collection can be automated, and collection routes can be 

serviced more efficiently; 

3. 
refuse or recycling, providing greater fleet flexibility and reducing the number of 

reserve vehicles needed. (To avoid confusing customers, use a large sign/banner 

 to distinguish when a refuse truck is being used for recycling); 

4. hold may increase and worker injuries may 

decrease because the switch to single stream is often accompanied by a switch 

from bins to cart-based collection; 

5. 
and processing system and to add new materials to the list of recyclables 

accepted;  

6. More paper grades may be collected, including junk mail, telephone books and 

mixed residential paper. 

 Q: How are the materials separated?  

 A. Monmouth County has installed new sorting equipment to automatically sort 

many of the materials. With the new equipment, there are screens to separate 



―flats‖ (paper) from ―rounds‖ (containers). For this reason, we ask that you do not 

flatten containers or the screen will sort them into the wrong bin.  

 Q: Doesn’t this lower the value of the materials, and won’t there be a lot of 

contamination?  

 A. Not necessarily. One of the concerns associated with single-stream recycling is 

that one bin tends to encourage people to suddenly put EVERYTHING that seems 

recyclable in it. That’s why we need YOU to help demonstrate that a community 

full of educated, conscientious recyclers can make single-stream recycling a 

success.  

 Q: Are other communities using single-stream recycling?  

 A: Yes. Other communities diverting 50%, 60%, even 70% of their waste from 

the landfill have achieved these goals in part by switching to single-stream.  

 Q: Won’t the paper get wet if I recycle my commingled containers with the paper? 

Doesn’t that make the paper non-recyclable?  

 A. The paper mills allow up to 5% moisture in the paper they buy from Eco-

Cycle, so it’s not a problem. As always, we do ask that you empty and rinse all 

your containers to keep food contamination out of your bin. But moisture will not 

ruin the paper. Part of the recycling process for remanufacturing paper includes 

water, so it is not a contaminant.  

 Q: What exactly can I put into my single-stream cart?  

 A:  

 Newspapers/ Brown Paper Bags 

 Magazines, Catalogs 

 Telephone/Soft Cover Books 

 Junk Mail/Envelopes (all types) 

 Paper 

 Paperboard (cereal/tissue boxes) 

 Cardboard 

 Narrow-Neck Plastic Bottles (examples: Milk Jugs, Bleach/Detergent, Shampoo Bottles) 

 Glass Bottles/Jars (any color)  

 Metal Cans (tin/steel/aluminum)  

 

 

 

 Click to download a Single-Stream Curbside Recycling Poster/Brochure  

 

http://www.dswa.com/pdfs/singleStream_07.pdf
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